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or two in siesta, which allowed for the proper digestion of
food. Under the altered conditions of their existence they
do not find time properly to chew and masticate their
food, which they are obliged to bolt down as soon as they
can, to attend to the studies or business in the middle of the
day."
The Tribune (India) suggests in this connexion that " it
might be worth while to make a change, at least experi-
mentally, in the office hours, restoring the time-honoured
mid-day meals at leisure," stomach disorders being practi-
cally unknown among people not used to modern office
hours of business and hurried meals. Among the various
forms of treatment which the author has found useful are
the exclusion of meat from the dietary ; starvation and

pargatives; gastric lavage; banana flour ; unpolished rice,
from which the water has not been strained; green vege-
tables. One outstanding idea running through all the
methods of treatment is the urgent need for foods rich in
vitamines. 
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Reports and Analytical Records
FROM

THE LANCET LABORATORY.

ANIODOL.

(THE ANGLO-FRENCH DRUG Co, LTD.. GAMAGE BUILDING,
HOLBORN, LONDON, Ni.C. 1.)

ANIODOL is stated to consist of a stable combination of
tri-methanal with allyl sulphocyanide in a solution of

specially distilled glycerine. Much a compound, we find,
is described in Thorpe’s " Dictionary of Applied Chemistry 

"

as the subject of a French patent in use as an anti-
septic. According to our examination aniodol is a clear
colourless fluid miscible with water in all proportions,
which gives off a pungent gas on boiling. Tri-oxy-methylene
(tri-methanal), as is well known, is a polymer of formal-
dehyde, and exhibits powerful germicidal properties.
Associated with allyl sulphocyanide these properties are

increased in aniodol. The liquid is a strong reducing
agent, and the presence of the sulphur group was proved in
our examination by the formation of black lead sulphide on
heating aniodol with lead acetate and caustic soda. Its

gexmicidal efficiency, according to particulars furnished,
is remarkable, varying with the organism tested, the
carbolic acid coefficient ranging from 25 as a maximum
in the case of Baoillus typhosus to a minimum of
1 in( the case of cholera vibrio. Aniodol may be used both

externally and internally, the dilution being non-toxic, while
organic matter does not appear to impair its germicidal
efficiency.. We have also examined aniodol powder, which
contains the same antiseptic combination, starch, according
to our findings, being used as an absorbent. It is practically
odourless and is suggested as an efficient substitute for

iodoform and similar applications.

(1) DIGALEN; (2) OMNOPON; (3) SEDOBROL;
(4) THIOCOL.

(THE HOFF’MANN-L6$OCHE CHEMICAL WORKS, LTD., BASLE;
AND 7 AND 8. IDOL-LANE, LONDON, B.C.3.)

These preparations are well known, and were noticed in
these columns some years ago. Certain changes in form
and advances have been made, however, which may briefly
be recorded in view of our examination of specimens recently
submitted to us.

(1) Digalen was prepared from digitalis with the view of
securing uniformity of pharmacological action of this most
important drug. It thus represents the active principle of
digitalis with all inert matter completely removed. Digalen
is supplied in the form of a sterile, colourless standard
solution of amorphous digitoxin upon which the therapeutic
action of digitalis depends. There are also available tablets
and ampoules containing standard amounts of this active
principle.

(2) Omnopon contains the soluble hydrochlorides of the
total alkaloids of opium in the proportion present in the
drug itself, the principal alkaloid, morphia, occurring in
each dose to the extent of about 50 per cent. Apart from
its ordinary administration as an opium derivative free from
unpleasant after-effects, its employment in combined anses-
thesia is well spoken of. Omnopon is also supplied with
scopolamine, a combination approved by some anxsthetists.

(3) Sedobrol is the outcome of a novel suggestion to
combine a sedative with a nutrient. It occurs in tablet
form containing sodium bromide, with chiefly soluble proteins
of vegetable origin and fat. It makes a palatable cup, with
saline taste, and may prove an acceptable means of

administering a sedative and nutrient to the patient under,
of course, the guidance of the physician. It is, in short, a
bromide bouillon ; it is said to be useful in insomnia, and
this action may be expected.

(4) Thiocol is a soluble guaiacol derivative (potassium-
guaiacol sulphonate) which has been employed in pulmonary
affections and as an intestinal antiseptic. It is a non-toxic
germicide. The tablets submitted gave a characteristic
reaction with perchloride of iron, a deep violet colouration
resulting.
(1) SOLUTION POT. IODIDE (SOUFFRON);

(2) STROPHANTHUS AND STROPHANTHINE
(URISTALLLSEE).

(MODERN PIIA.RMACALS, 48, MORTIMER-srREET, LONDON, W. 1.)
(1) Importance is attached to the employment of chemically

pure iodides in medicine, and this preparation is simply a
distilled water solution of pure iodide of potassium, the salt
occurring, according to our analysis, to the extent of about
7 per cent. ’IV/v. We found it to be entirely free from the
common impurities of the iodide, while it proved stable.

(2) The use of strophanthus as a cardiac tonic has been
discredited in some quarters, which, according to the French
chemist, M. Catillon, is due to the fact that the usual
tinctures have shown considerable variations in regard to the
amount of the active constituent, strophanthin, present. This
drawback has been overcome by the preparation of a
standardised extract of strophanthus in granule form, each
containing 1 mg. of the extract with the diuretic principle.
In addition, we have examined granules containing strophan-
thin in crystalline form (1/10 mg.), the diuretic principle in
this case being excluded. French authorities and clinical

records are quoted showing the reliability of these pre-
parations. 

__

THE BELGIAN DOCTORS’ AND
PHARMACISTS’ RELIEF FUND.

THIS Fund was officially closed by the Executive Committee
at their meeting on Jan. 30th, the formal date of closure
being Feb. 10th. Since the date of the meeting the following
subscriptions have been received :-

2 s. d. , B s. d.

It will be seen that the Fund benefits by generous monthly
subsci iptions for January and February, and has also
received from the South Australian Belgian Relief Fund,
through the Agent-General for South Australia, a munifi-
cent donation of .6500. In view of the terms of
the letter published on Feb. 8th from Dr. V. Pech&egrave;re
the Fund was closed, but these handsome augmenta-
tions are none the less extremely gratifying to the
Executive Committee who know full well in how many
directions the money can still be splendidly used. Dr.
Pechere, as President of the Comit&eacute; National de Sec()urs
et d’Alimentation (Aide et Protection aux M&eacute;decins et
Pharmaciens Belges Sinistres), called our attention, when
deprecating the sending of further subscriptions, to the fact
that his society had throughout practised the severest

economy in order to keep funds in reserve, inasmuch as grave
necessity would continue for some time. The Fund will still
be able to do a little more to decrease the toll of misery.


